
Are all quilters women? 

During the 1800s and early 1900s most 

quilters worked in their own homes and 

for their own family. Mothers passed 

quilting and patchwork skills on to their 

daughters. Learning to sew was central 

to a girl’s education, but even up to the 

late 19th Century boys also learnt     

needlework skills at an early age,      

entertainment being the main reason. 

Although quilting was, and remains 

widely considered as a female past-

time, men did make quilts and still do 

today.  

Joseph Hedley, better known as ‘Joe 

the Quilter’, lived in Northumberland 

from the mid 1700s. Joe originally 

trained as a tailor and developed a real 

talent for quilt ‘stamping’ or marking. His 

designs were very popular with wealthy 

quilters as far afield as Ireland and 

America. In 1826 Joe was murdered but 

the crime went unsolved. People        

assumed someone killed Joe while 

looking to steal the money he had made 

from quilting. 

Many male quilters were trained tailors  

or injured servicemen using quilting as 

hobby whilst recovering from their      

injuries. Today there are many male 

quilt artists, like Michael James and 

Kaffe Fassett. 
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